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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LEGAL EDUCATION
To

THE MINNESOTA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

The Committee on Legal Education begs to report as follows

REPORT
The Minnesota State Bar Association at its annual meeting in 1942-43
recommended the adoption by the Supreme Court of certain special rules,
effective for the duration of the war, relating to admission to the bar, without
examination, of students and graduates of law schools, who might be called
into the military service. The efforts of the committee in those years to
obtain the adoption of such rules did not meet with success. The court, ill
an order dated April 18, 1942, adopted what it chose to call a declaration
of policy relating to the admission to the bar, without examination, of
graduates of law schools who are entering the armed services. That declaration of policy declared that each application should be considered by the
court upon its own merits and that in general only graduates of approved
law schools, who had maintained an average placing them in the highest
80 per cent of those graduated in their class, might be admitted without
examination. The declaration then provided that it would not be the policy
of the court to admit such graduates who had failed the bar examination
more than twice, or who in such bar examinations had obtained an average
of less than 60 per cent, or who had not taken the bar examination within
a year or had reasonably neglected an opportunity to take the bar examination.
The court proceeded to pay very little attention to the declaration of
policy and admitted many graduates without examiiation, who (lid not
come within the proviso of the declaration. Your committee directed that
the matter again be taken up with the Supreme Court and an effort made to
obtain the approval by the court of a rule substantially like that approved
by this association at its last two meetings. The committee had several meetings with the members of the Supreme Court and the State Board of Law
Examiners, and the court, under date of April 21, 1944, adopted a rule,
copy of which is hereto attached. The practical effect of the rule is that the
court abandons its former policy of considering each case on its own merits
and in lieu thereof has adopted a definite rule, which will apply to everyone.
This action of the court, while not entirely satisfactory to the committee, in
our opinion is a substantial improvement over the condition which has
existed. Many of the somewhat ridiculous results of the declaration of policy
were in our opinion due largely to the fact that the court had not adopted
a definite rule.
The committee hones that with the new rule, which we believe the
court will enforce strictly, most of the abuses which arose under the declara-
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tion of policy will no longer occur and your committee recommends that no

,further action be taken by the association but that this committee in the

succeeding year continue to observe the operation of the rule.
The committee also gave consideration to the matter of the establishment of refresher courses for law students whose courses of study havebeen
interrupted by- military service, and also to the subject of guarding against
possible relaxation of'the rules for admission to the bar without examinations. We apprehend that there may be efforts made to secure such relaxation of the rules in favor of veterans, and your committee suggests that it
would be appropriate for this committee or its successors to continue to
give study to those subjects.
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STATE OF MINNESOTA IN SUPREME COURT
IT IS ORDERED, That the Rules for Adnission to the Bar of the
State of Minnesota, adopted by order of this Court dated July 1, 1943, be
and the same are hereby amended by adding thereto the following additional
rule which is prescribed and adopted pursuant to Minnesota 1941 Statutes,
§ 481.01, to become effective on the date'hereof, to~wit:

XI.
(a) In any case where -a student has satisfactorily completed study
for one full year, or more, in any approved law school in Minnesota, and
where such student shall otherwise be eligible to write the bar examination,
and where such student is reasonably certain to be inducted into the armed
forces of the United States, the State Board of Law Examiners may permit
such student to take an examination in those subjects in which lie has satisfactorily completed the work at the law school under such proper and necessary rules and regulations as the Board of Law Examiners may promulgate,
and without fee. Upon satisfactorily passing such examination, such student
shall receive credit therefor and shall not be required to submit to any reexamination in the subjects so taken by him.
(b) A senior in an approved law school who has completed all of tile
work of previous years and not less than one-quarter of the work of the
semor year and who is entering the armed services of the United States or
the Federal Bureau of Investigation may be admitted to the bar of this
state without examination upon a certificate of tie law school that he has
maintained an average in his studies which places him in the highest eighty
per cent of those to be graduated in' his class, and which, if maintained to
the end of the school year, would entitle him to a diploma in the degree
of Bachelor of Laws, and a statement by such law school that in its opinion
the candidate is of good moral character and otherwise in Every respect
qualified for admission to the bar.
(c) A graduate of an approved law school who is entering the armed
services of the United States or the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
who has maintained an average in iusstudies winch places him in the
highest eighty per cent of those who were graduated in his class may be
admitted without e-xamination upon a statement by such law school that lie
has been graduated from the school and the date of graduation and that in
its opinion the applicant is of good moral character and otherwise in every
respect qualified for admission to the bar; provided, however, that a graduate who, has failed the bar examination more than twice, or who in such

